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Some Stood Up To the Bullies
Being a Jew means that you care. At our best, 

we care not just about what is easy or convenient, 
but about what is right, just and noble. From our 
beginning we were iconoclasts, breaking down 
the idols that captivated and intimidated those 
of timid minds. Our ancestors were courageous 
souls who bravely confronted the popular and the 
powerful in order to help create a society based 
on exalted concepts of human equality, protection 
of the minority, and justice for all. They took on 
brutal tribal chieftains and mighty Pharaohs. They 
faced down and survived an exhausting list of 
would-be tyrants and 
oppressors and brought 
a light of freedom and 
hope that shone clear 
and bright even during 
the densest times of 
darkness. The Maccabees’ victory over the 
Seleucid Greeks was only one of countless 
examples of Jews standing up against the bullies. 
That’s right: Chanukah is not about latkes, jelly 
doughnuts, and expensive presents. Chanukah 
is about the indomitable Jewish spirit that 
champions life and goodness.

Alas, not all have the courage to stand up to 
the bullies. In the days of the Maccabees, many 
Jews were willing to just give up and fully adopt 
the Greek culture and religion, thereby completely 
assimilating. This has been the case in nearly 
every generation. In the face of Anti-Semitism 
and social pressure, some remain quiet, some 
shrink away, and some quit altogether by hiding 
from their heritage. Their loss saddens all of us 
who care deeply about our people. Their loss 
runs contrary to the resilient spirit of our people 
and our Jewish faith. Instead of abandoning our 
family’s link to the 3,500 year chain of Judaism, 
most of us stand up with pride and declare with 
full-throated exuberance, “We are Jewish! We 
are the People of the Book, the Children of the 
Covenant, and the descendants of the Biblical 
heroes who gifted human civilization with the 
very concepts of justice, fairness, freedom, and 
hope. In every generation our people have stood 
at the vanguard of intellectual, spiritual, social, 
and artistic excellence. Though small in number, 
the Jewish people are leaders in nearly every field 
of advanced human achievement!”  That’s quite 
an inheritance---and certainly one that should not 
be trivialized by the mere indulgence of potato 
pancakes and tsatshkes.

I just returned from the AIPAC National 
Summit in Dallas where I participated in a 

panel with former Ambassador Dennis Ross 
and other Middle East experts. On everyone’s 
minds was the concern that Anti-Semitism from 
Pro-Islamic groups is threatening the peace on 
college campuses and around the world. A simple 
gathering of Jews to show pride and support for 
Israel is sure to attract Pro-Palestinian and Islamic 
protestors. All of this is too much for some. They 
conclude, “If being supportive of Israel is such a 
hassle, then better to keep quiet.”

But some of us can’t keep quiet. We won’t 
be quiet when racists attack people of color. We 
won’t keep quiet when misogynists downplay 
spousal abuse. We won’t keep quiet when 

     homophobes try to deny
     basic civil rights  to
     gays and lesbians.  And
     we won’t keep quiet
     when bullies try to

     intimidate those who 
are proud to be Jewish and Pro-Israel!

At our AIPAC Summit, the obvious conclusion 
was that there is only one way to confront 
Anti-Semitism and Anti-Zionism in this country 
and around the world. And that is by standing 
up proudly for our beliefs and convictions.  
One of the greatest ways to express this is by 
attending the AIPAC Policy Conference with me 
this March. And bring your teenage children 
and grandchildren. There will be around 15,000 
attendees at the Policy Conference including 
3,000 high school and college students. If you are 
interested, please call me directly!

Let’s make this Chanukah one during which we 
shine the light of our Jewish pride. Let us shine 
the light of hope for our brothers and sisters in 
Israel. And let us shine the light of courage for our 
children and grandchildren so that they, too, will 
stand up as proud Jews.   

Chanukah Sameiach!

Rabbi Rick Rheins
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Richard Rheins 
Senior Rabbi

From Rabbi Rheins

 Chanukah is not about latkes, jelly 
doughnuts, and expensive presents. 

Chanukah is about the indomitable Jewish 
spirit that champions life and goodness.

Yiddish Phrase of the Month: 
A mentsh trakht 

un Got lakht.
“Man thinks and God laughs.”
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Ritual Column

The First Night of Chanukah is Tuesday, December 16!
“What are the rituals and origin of Chanukah?”
Chanukah  means “dedication.”  About 168 BCE, Antiochus Epiphanes, the Greek ruler of Asia Minor, 

sought to impose Greek culture and idolatry upon Jews and all the other people he ruled. Though some 
Jews bent to his will and assimilated fully, most of our Jewish ancestors, led by the Maccabees, resisted 
the Greek plan and revolted against Antiochus. The war lasted some three years and is considered history’s 
first struggle for religious freedom. Despite overwhelming odds, the Judeans were successful and joyously 
engaged in the rededication (chanukah) of their Temple on the 25th of Kislev in 165 BCE. 

The miracle of the Maccabees’ victory is commemorated annually by Jews for eight days---kindling 
candles, singing songs and exchanging gifts, offering prayers of thanksgiving and rededicating themselves to 
the cause of religious liberty in their Chanukah celebrations. Chanukah originally was developed to parallel 
the eight day Festival of Sukkot (which was the traditional time for dedicating the Temple). Over time, the 
eight days of Chanukah were linked by a Rabbinic midrash to a miracle of sacred oil.

Candles are added to the chanukiyah from right to left, but 
are kindled from left to right. The newest candle is lit first. 
(On the Shabbat of Chanukah, kindle the Chanukah lights first 
and then the Shabbat candles.) 

First, light the shamash, “the helper candle.” Then use the 
shamash to light the other candles of the chanukiyah. 

  
As we light the candles, we sing:

Barukh atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melekh haolam, asher kideshanu b'mitzvotav v'tsivanu 
lehadlik ner shel Chanukah. Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who 
hallows us with mitzvot, commanding us to kindle the Chanukah lights.
   
Then we say: 

Barukh atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melekh haolam, she-asah nisim la-avoteinu v'imoteinu 
bayamim haheim baz'man hazeh. Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, 
who performed wondrous deeds for our ancestors in days of old at this season.
    
On the first night we also add Shehecheyanu:

Barukh atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melekh haolam, shehecheyanu v'kiy'manu v'higianu 
laz'man hazeh. Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, for giving us life, for 
sustaining us, and for enabling us to reach this season.

Friday, December 5
7:00 p.m., Erev Shabbat Service
Saturday, December 6
8:00 a.m., PaRDes Meditation
9:00 a.m., Shabbat Morning Minyan
10:30a.m., B/M M. Malden
Friday, December 12
7:00 p.m., Erev Shabbat Service w/ 

special speaker Max Frieder and 
music w/TMG

Saturday, December 13
9:00 a.m., Shabbat Morning Minyan
10:30 a.m., Torah Study
10:30 a.m., B/M Z. Kennedy
4:30 p.m., B/M Minchah A. Nelson
Friday, December 19
5:30 p.m., Erev Shabbat Family 

Service w/Youth Choir
Saturday, December 20
9:00 a.m., Shabbat Morning Minyan

Friday, December 26
7:00 p.m., Erev Shabbat Service
Saturday, December 27
8:00 a.m., PaRDes Meditation
9:00 a.m., Shabbat Morning Minyan

Worship Services
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Sheila Nesis
Cantor

When do you listen to music the most? If you 
ask me, I would have to say while driving. Back 
when living in Phoenix, I used to have a forty-five 
minute commute! Forty-five minutes that used 
to account for the most wonderful music sessions: 
listening to all kinds of music, discovering new 
artists and styles, and singing loud and freely! 
While I now only (luckily!) have a twenty-minute 
drive from home to Temple Sinai, I have kept 
that routine. To me, music can be soothing and 
inspiring. It can uplift my day, put a smile on my 
face, or help me see and reflect on an issue more 
clearly. Over the years, different songs and lyrics 
have turned into the soundtracks that tell the 
story of my life. As my life’s journey continues, so 
does the music!

Here at Temple Sinai, the music also keeps 
playing. And it shapes and creates new Jewish and 
lifelong experiences. From our Preschool T’filah 
and Tot Shabbat, to our Religious School T’filah; 
from our Teen Music Group and Youth Choir 
rehearsals and Friday evening services, to our 
Adult Choir; there is music everywhere, and there 
is music for everybody! Whether you love to sing, 
or love to listen, I encourage you to discover the 
music here at Sinai that makes your heart sing. I 
invite you to come and find the music that plays 
as the soundtrack of your Jewish life’s journey.

There are two musical events that I want to 
highlight for you, so please mark your calendars!

Chanukah Cabaret with the Cantor, Saturday, 
December 20, at 7:30 p.m.:  I’m beyond excited to 
share with you an evening that will be a journey 
through the music and the songs I love to sing the 
most, from Jewish to secular, from jazz from the 
30’s and 40’s, to tango and Ladino songs, this is 
another opportunity for us to share in music in a 
very different way, and for me to share in some of 
the soundtracks of my life!

Shabbat Shirah, Friday January 30, at 7:00 p.m. 
AND Shireinu, Saturday January 31, at 7:00 p.m.: 
We will share in our annual Shabbat Shirah service 
and Shireinu Concert at Temple Sinai. I can’t wait 
to be a part of these jewels of Temple Sinai. These 
community-wide events are a celebration not 
only of the impact of music in Jewish life, but 
especially of the impact of music and talent within 
our own Temple Sinai family! All of our choirs will 
participate in these musical extravaganzas, and we 
hope to introduce some wonderful hidden talents 
that night as well.

Sheila Nesis
Cantor Sheila Nesis

From Cantor Nesis

Chanukah Latkes 
(potato pancakes)

*from Sinai Cooks
5-6 medium russet potatoes, unpeeled
1 large yellow onion, peeled and grated
2 eggs (3 if you don’t want to be quite as 
   careful when turning the latkes)
2 heaping tablespoons of flour
2 garlic cloves, finely diced
salt and pepper to taste
oil for frying

Shred potatoes and onion in a food 
processor. Squeeze out excess liquid by hand 
and put potatoes into a large bowl. Beat eggs 
and add to potato mixture. Add flour, garlic, 
salt and pepper. Heat oil until a small amount 
of the mixture begins to sizzle when dropped 
into pan. Adjust temperature as needed. Take 
a large tablespoon of the mixture; gently 
place it into the oil so as not to splatter and 
quickly flatten to about 1/4” or thinner at 
the center. The latkes should only be thick 
enough to hold together. Fry until golden 
brown on one side, then flip and fry the other 
side. Place on paper towels or newspaper to 
absorb excess oil. Serve immediately with 
applesauce and/or sour cream. If you must 
wait to serve, place into a preheated, warm 
oven. Double or triple the recipe for larger 
groups. The secret to these latkes is to make 
them very thin!

*Sinai Cooks is our newest Temple 
Sinai cookbook which was generously 
underwritten allowing ALL sales go to 
Building Our Future. It is available on our 
website or in the office for $20.
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From Rabbi Gorban

From Amy Becker

Each year seems to pass more quickly than 
the last. It is a little bittersweet as I watch my 
children grow so quickly. It seems like yesterday 
they were babies (sniff!). Just as I have to think 
about and worry about my children and their 
well-being during the coming years, so too do I 
have to reflect constantly about Temple Sinai, the 
institution and the community I love. 

We can all be very proud of what we have 
accomplished this past year. It was jam-packed 
with special events, new and engaging 
opportunities, both spiritually and socially, for 
all ages. Our schools continue to thrive and 
we have hundreds of kids involved in youth 
activities. Behind the scenes, we are always 
discussing new approaches to life-long Jewish 
education, developing leaders, and performing 
gimilut chasadim (acts of loving-kindness) on 
an on-going basis. We also are committed to 
ensuring the long-term fiscal health of our 
synagogue by focusing on membership, debt 
reduction and endowment. 

As the end of the year approaches, I want to 
put a little “bug in your ear.”  As you are probably 
aware, membership dues alone are not enough to 
support our synagogue (or any other) these days. 
They don’t cover our operating expenses, much 
less the myriad of programs and support services 
we provide. 

As we come together with loved ones for 
Chanukah - and as you are perhaps thinking about 
end-of-year contributions for tax purposes - I 
urge you to join me in making a contribution to 
Temple Sinai. Whatever amount you can afford 
will be greatly appreciated.  For those of you who 
have investments in the stock market, consider 
making a charitable donation of stock to Temple 
Sinai. Any member of our congregation can 
contribute stock by contacting our office. Jane 
McMillan (of UBS Financial), a devoted and long-
time member of Temple Sinai, works with our 
members and their brokers to assist them as they 
transfer stock as a charitable gift. It is surprisingly 
very easy to do. 

Also, earlier payments toward your building 
project pledge decrease the amount of our loan 
and the interest paid. It makes a big difference. 
Lastly, if you are able to increase your dues 
amount, let me know. Even if you are at a time 
in your life where you are not at Temple much, 
these monies ensure quality programming 
and education for our community. It is our 
responsibility, just as it was done for us by those 
that came before.

Thank you in advance for your support.  May 
the Chanukah lights bring warmth and strength 
to you and your loved ones in the coming days.

Amy Becker 
Executive Director

Visit our  
website at  

www. 
sinaidenver.org. 

You will be 
amazed at all  
of the helpful,  

up-to-date 
information.

Year-End Giving - 
The Mitzvah of Tzedakah 
and Building Our Future!
 Congregational support is key to supporting 

our programs! In making your plans for year-end 
tax-deductible contributions, please consider 
a gift to our new Learning Center opening in 
February or our new Chapel.

 Tax Savings Example for a Gift of $1,000 
assuming 28% Federal Income Tax Bracket.: 
(Situations vary, so please consult your tax 
advisor.)

Donation    $1,000
Colorado Income Tax Credit  ($500)
Federal & State IncomeTax 
    Deductions   ($200)
After Tax Cost of $1,000 gift  $300
 As shown above, donations to our Learning 

Center qualify for the Colorado ChildCare 
Contribution State Income Tax Credit.

If you are planning to make a relatively 
substantial contribution to Temple Sinai, you 
should consider donating appreciated stock from 
your investment portfolio instead of cash. Your 
tax benefits from the donation can be increased 
and the Temple will be just as happy to receive 
the stock. Here’s an example:

 Let us assume that you want to make a 
$10,000 contribution to Temple Sinai. You also 
have 200 shares of XYZ stock that is currently 
worth $10,000 and you paid only $1,000. The 
stock increased in value from $5 to $50 per share.

 •  If you sell the stock, you will pay $1,350 in 
     tax ($9,000 gain times a 15% long-term 
     capital gains tax rate), leaving you $8,650 
     to contribute to Temple. 
•  If you give the shares to the Temple, you 
    get a tax deduction for the full $10,000 
    (the fair market value), the Temple gets 
    $10,000 instead of $8,650 and there are no 
    capital gains taxes due. You and the Temple
     win!
 There are many other tax effective strategies 

for making contributions. Please check with your 
tax advisor. 

For more information, please contact 
Amy Becker, Executive Director at 

amy@sinaidenver.org
or 303-759-1827.



Finding the Right Fit
Most of us celebrate the High Holy Days and 

important life-cycle events at Temple Sinai. But 
there are so many more reasons we belong to 
a synagogue. For some, it may be religious or 
spiritual, others for educational opportunities and 
social programs, or for many others, children’s 
programs. As the Program Director, I want to 
make sure that the Temple is offering as many 
diversified programs as we can to fulfill the needs 
of our members.

Continuing to strengthen our community is 
important to me, and I would love for you to 
get involved.  I want Temple Sinai to be a Jewish 
home and a place where there is something for 
everyone.  In order to make this possible, I need 
you. There are countless opportunities to help 
and volunteer at Temple Sinai.  Volunteering on 
a committee, working on a social action project, 
or helping plan an educational or social program 
can be fun, interesting and rewarding.  It is also a 
perfect opportunity to get involved, meet fellow 
congregants, learn, and make your membership 
even more meaningful. 

I would love to meet you, have a cup of coffee 
and find some opportunities that are the right 
fit for you. Please contact me at 303-759-1827 or 
lisa@sinaidenver.org.
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Trip to Union Station
Wednesday, December 17 at 10:30 a.m.

Join us on Wednesday, December 17 for a 
trip to Union Station. We will take the light rail 
downtown, have lunch and explore the new 
Union Station. RSVP by December 12 to Lisa 
Thorner at (303) 759-1827 or lisa@sinaidenver.
org.  

SAVE THE DATE
Temple Sinai Annual Event

Saturday, April 25, 2015
Marriott Denver Tech Center

In the Congregation

For additional 
programming 
information or 

to RSVP, contact 
Lisa Thorner at 
303-759-1827 or 

lisa@ 
sinaidenver.org

Lisa Thorner 
Director of 

Programming 
and Volunteer 
Development

All of these beautiful creations were made 
by our Temple Sinai Knitting for Charity 
group! These items plus others not shown 
will be delivered to the Denver Coalition for 
the Homeless and the Florence Crittenton 
Home.

Mark your calendars for the next Knitting 
dates: December 14, January 11 and February 
8 at 10:00 a.m. at Temple Sinai. 

No RSVP needed and ALL ARE WELCOME! 
For more information, contact Suzan 
Markman at smarkman@comcast.net. 

KNITTING FOR CHARITY
at Temple Sinai

December 19th
Join us for Temple Sinai’s Annual

Chanukah Service, Dinner and Celebration 

Time:         5:30 p.m. Family Shabbat Service
                   6:30 p.m. Dinner
It will be a wonderful evening for all ages. Special 
entertainment for the kids. Be sure to bring your 
Chanukiyah and candles for our community 
candle lighting.
Cost:  $8.00 for children (4-12); $18.00 for Adults
RSVP by December 12 at www.SinaiDenver.org/
Chanukah.  For more information, contact: Lisa 
Thorner at 303-759-1827 or lisa@sinaidenver.org.



Volunteers of the Year

Lifelong Jewish Learning will finish its 
semester with Sue Parker Gerson, Huddled Mass 
or Second Class Citizens?  As immigrants to this 
country, should the Jews be more sensitive to the 
current controversy over immigration? Is there a 
“Jewish point of view” on the subject? Sue Parker 
Gerson will fill us in on this very sensitive topic.

Sue Parker Gerson joined the Anti-Defamation 
League in June, 2013 as Associate Regional 
Director of the Mountain States Office. She 
staffs the Governor’s Holocaust Remembrance 
Program, the Catholic-Jewish Dialogue, the 
Robert B. Sturm Fellows Leadership Program 
and responds to discrimination complaints and 
incidents as they arise. She earned her MA from 
the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, 
is the co-author of Teaching Jewish History 
(Behrman House, 2006), and for many years, 
served as the Colorado and Western Regional 
Director of the Florence Melton Adult Mini-
School. She is married to Rabbi Bernard Gerson, 
spiritual leader of Congregation Rodef Shalom.

Spring Semester
Mark Your Calendars - January 28, February 

4, February 18, March 11 and April 22 for another 
exciting semester of  Lifelong Jewish Learning, 
including a program with Craig Gardenswartz, 
Regional Director of AIPAC (American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee). 

Thanks to the generosity of Marilyn and Ed 
Pepper, our final event - An Evening of Film - will 
be an annual event. Join us on April 22 at Tiffany 
Plaza for a special screening of The Eleventh 
Day – Survivors of Munich 1972, shown at the 
2014 Jewish Film Festivals in Los Angeles and 
San Diego. The film documents the seven Israeli 
athletes who survived the terror and killings in 
the Olympic Village as they gather for the first 
time 40 years later.

 

WANTED!
Members for Our 

New Marketing Task Force
 With so many new and exciting activities 

at Temple Sinai and our new Learning Center 
opening soon, we are creating a special task force 
under the auspices of the Board that will focus 
on reaching out to Jews and non-Jews alike in 
the Denver area to communicate information 
regarding the programming we offer and our 
commitment to providing for the social, cultural, 
spiritual and religious needs of our community.

This task force will raise the Temple’s profile 
in the larger community and act as a conduit for 
enhanced internal and external communications, 
shaping the messaging for ongoing programming 
activities, as well as new member outreach.  We 
will work with the local press, use social media, 
websites, and mailings to get the word out about 
subjects like the expanded Preschool offerings 
next year; our diverse educational opportunities, 
speakers and forums; fundraising events; and 
our ever-expanding community volunteer 
programs.  We believe that this outreach will 
not only increase the opportunities for enhanced 
involvement of our current members, it will also 
help attract new members through additional 
communication about the many opportunities 
for participation that we offer as a congregation.

This is a very exciting time for Temple Sinai 
and if you would like to get involved and have 
some fun at the same time as a member of 
the Marketing Task Force, please contact Jon 
Levison, the lead for this effort, at jon.levison@
gmail.com. We are looking for volunteers who 
share our passion for community involvement 
and improving participation across the larger 
Denver Jewish population.

In the Congregation

December 3 
at 6:30 p.m.

We will be offering our congregants the 
opportunity to dedicate a brick in memory of or 
in honor of a loved one, a simchah or a special 
message. A beautiful brick walkway will be placed 
outside of the new Learning Center. Bricks will be 
available for purchase in the spring. Watch your 
email and mail boxes for more information coming 
soon! 

Lunch & Learn!
Thursdays, Noon to 1:00 p.m. 

December 4, 11, 18, 25 
Discuss hot current topics. Debate the 
important issues of the day. Bring your 

Lunch! We will serve the Text and Topics!
 Newcomers quickly and easily fit right in!
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Shalom, Bookies!
Here are the dates and book selections for the 

next few months. All are welcome! We start at 
11:00 a.m.

December 17 - Wherever You Go  by Joan 
Leegant

January 28 - Far From Zion by Charles London 
February 25 - No Better Time: The Brief, 

Remarkable Life of Danny Lewin, the Genius Who 
Transformed the Internet  by Molly Knight Raskin

Want to Join the Party?
One hundred and ninety-three of your 

fellow Sinai members belong to a Chavurah 
(Group of Friends) at Sinai.  The groups meet 
monthly and each Chavurah is self-governed 
by its members and has a unique focus.  There 
is a women’s group, a group with young 
children, and a number of groups that include 
both couples and single members across 
various age groups.

At our recent Chavurah Conclave, we had 
representatives from eight existing Chavurot 
(plural of Chavurah). We shared “best 
practices,” what each group does to flourish 
and have its members enjoy one another and 
the types of programs and events they plan 
together.

Harvey and Phyllis Stein, of Chavurah 
Mishpocha, were there to share the incredible 
success of their group.  Founded 28 years ago, 
the group has the same fourteen couples as 
when it began!  We discussed how marvelous 
it would be if some of our existing groups 
or groups yet to form might have the same 
opportunity to form such long-lasting 
friendships.

If you are interested in connecting with 
others at Temple or learning more about how 
it works, contact Jan Fisher (jan@janfisher.
net or 719-229-1871). You can also complete 
the questionnaire on the web site, under the 
tab “Connect.” 

Let’s get this party started!

In the Congregation

Notes from Sisterhood
The year is winding down but we’re just 

getting up to speed in the Gift Shop.  We’ve got a 
great line of Chanukah gifts for all ages, so make 
us your main stop when you shop.  Shop for gifts 
as well as several new Chanukah items you won’t 
want to miss.  And don’t forget our “say goodbye 
to our old location” Sale on December 14 at 9:00 
a.m.  We’ll be emptying out the store with great 
sale prices so we can get ready for the big move 
to our new location.  

2015 will be a great year for Sisterhood 
programing!  

• January is Mah Jongg Month. 
• February 13th brings a special Shabbat 
   Service honoring Sisterhood and the 
   wonderful women of Temple Sinai.
• March is the Purim Carnival and the
   Hamantaschen Sale. 
• April and May will see a guest speaker 
   and a wonderful La L’dor Vador, Generation
   to Generation, Tea with Cantor Nesis.  
• In June we will be holding our Sisterhood 
   Annual Meeting.
Last but not least, thank you to all of the 

wonderful volunteers who helped with this 
year’s Holiday Bazaar and all of our other 
Sisterhood events, and to the Sisterhood Board 
for their dedication to making our Temple Sinai 
Sisterhood a success.  As President, I can’t thank 
everyone enough for their help. Thanks to all of 
the wonderful volunteers in the Gift Shop too.  
And a very special thank you to Susan Welton for 
her total commitment to our Sisterhood over the 
past many years.  Your extraordinary efforts on 
behalf of Temple Sinai and Sisterhood are deeply 
appreciated. 

On behalf of the Sisterhood Board, I wish 
everyone at Temple Sinai a wonderful Chanukah 
and a happy and safe New Year!  We are Temple 
Sinai Sisterhood! 

Shirley Beer Powell,
President, Temple Sinai Sisterhood.  

Thank you to all of the wonderful volunteers who 
made the Holiday Bazaar such a great success!



Todah Rabbah…
to Sherri Diamond, Mike Korn, Sandy Korn, 

Rob & Leslie Eber, Jeff Becker and Jack Cohen for 
all of their help with Comedy Night.

to all of the TSYGers who helped during the 
Comedy Night Pajama Party... Ross Cohen, Iliana 
Eber, Ben Eber, Emma Hope, Jakob Rheins and 
Eric Simon.

to Vicki Goldman and Andrea Tenenbaum for 
chairing this year’s Annual Event.

to Ellene Austin for sharing her beautiful 
miniature Sukkah, and to Debbie Hostetler, 
Susan Welton, Shirley Beer-Powell, Phyllis 
Babich, Marina Rolbin and Lisa Humphries for 
their help in the Gift Shop.

Mazal Tov…
to Dr Joel and Lanie Goldstein on the birth of 

their granddaughter, Charlotte Jane Sosnovik. 
Parents are Deborah Goldstein and Dr. David 
Sosnovik. Sister is Ellie (3).

to Hannah Meg Weinraub for being a 
wonderful Little Red Riding Hood in Into the 
Woods.

to Rebecca Culbertson on her graduation from 
D.U. with an MBA.

SIGN UP TO SUPPORT THE 
REFORM MOVEMENT IN 

ISRAEL!
Important International Election 

begins on January 15
Reform Jews have the chance to 

help chart Israel’s future. In 2015, Jews 
in the United States will cast their vote 
for representation in the World Zionist 
Congress – a global governing body that 
influences both the shape of policies and the 
distribution of funds in Israel. The values 
we as Reform Jews hold dear – equality, 
pluralism and peace – must be championed 
by that Congress. Together, we can make 
that happen.

 That’s why it is essential for every Reform 
Jew to sign up to vote in the upcoming WZC 
elections. The process is VERY EASY! Simply 
connect to the ARZA campaign website 
“Reform Jews 4 Israel” at   http://www.
reformjews4israel.org/

 From now until voting begins on January 
15, 2015, the site will provide information 
about the WZC elections and encourage 
individuals to pledge their support for the 
ARZA campaign. The website will change on 
January 15th to a link to the actual voting 
site. Please sign up today!

Chris & Beth Hines
    Zach (8) Caleb (4) and Hannah 

(2)
Phillip Arvin

Welcome to Our 
New Members!

In the Congregation

B’nei Mitzvah
Mia is the daughter of Eric and 
Rene’ Malden and the sister of 
Max (14). She is a student at 
West Middle School and enjoys 
soccer, skiing and writing. 
For her Mitzvah Project, Mia 
is working with the Colfax 
Community Network helping 
tutor elementary school kids 
with their homework after 
school.Mia Malden

December 6

Zach Kennedy
December 13

Zach is the son of Kelly and 
Gregg Kennedy and the brother 
of Rachel (10). He is a student 
at Goddard Middle School and 
enjoys lacrosse, tennis, golf 
and skiing. For his Mitzvah 
Project, Zach collected lacrosse 
equipment throughout the 
community to donate to 
Denver City LAX which provides 
underserved urban youth with 
educational and enrichment 
opportunities through the game 
of lacrosse.

Austin Nelson
December 13

Austin is the son of Robin and 
Brad Nelson and the brother of 
Jacob (24) and Erica (32). He is 
a seventh grade student at West 
Middle School. His interests 
include basketball, golf, video 
games and hanging out with 
friends. For his Mitzvah Project, 
he provided care and assistance 
for his mother, who has 
recently become disabled and is 
recovering. He has been helping 
her eat, walk, and do many 
things we all take for granted.



Religious School News

Our Youth

Michelle Schwartz 
Principal
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One of my favorite things about being a Jewish 
educator is that I get to listen to and tell a lot of 
stories.  We use stories to entertain, expand, and 
explore.  Whether the stories we tell are allegories 
designed to explain a piece of our value structure, 
or legends that strain credibility but have a grand 
moral, as Jews we tell stories about who we are, 
where we’ve been, and where we’re going. 

We all know the story of Chanukah:  Maccabees 
and oil, miracles and upsets, destruction and 
rebirth; the story of Judah and his people and 
their eight-day light is part of our familiar, shared 
cultural legacy and heritage.

But, even while I strive to make sure every 
child and family knows that story, I have a greater 
desire as your Principal.  I want to ensure that 
all of our students feel empowered and self-
assured enough to write and tell their own stories.  
With the approach of Chanukah and the family 
time that invariably comes this time of year, 
ask yourself what stories you will tell.  What is 
your story?  Is it a tale of legendary heroics and 
the defeat of a great evil?  Is it a story of great 
romance and earth-shattering love? Is it an epic 
novel of the forces of justice triumphant?  If 
your family is anything like mine, your stories 
are not really like those – they are not fodder for 
blockbuster Hollywood movies.  They are stories 
of small victories, of the steady beauty of a child 
learning one more spelling word or state capital 
than he knew yesterday.  They are stories of the 
struggles of the work week and trying to help 

with homework, get dinner on the table, and 
get everyone into bed at a decent hour.  They 
are stories of a family laughing about something 
remarkably silly while sitting together on the sofa 
watching a movie.  Stories of phone calls from 
a business trip, of siblings fighting about who 
brushes their teeth first, of trying to make more 
time together, and “for crying out loud, put down 
the iPad and go to sleep!” They are not stories that 
make us look perfect, but stories that show our 
flaws, and our humanity, and they are beautiful 
not in spite of that but because of it.  They are 
thousands of small stories that do not reflect life 
– they ARE life; yours, mine, all of our lives.  They 
are not Shakespearean or Biblical, but they are 
real, human, and ultimately, yours.

Thus, this Chanukah and this winter break, let’s 
all be intentional and concentrate on the stories 
we tell.  They make us laugh.  They make us cry.  
They make us angry.  They make us happy.  And, 
most importantly, they make us real and human 
and families.

I hope your family will join mine in celebrating 
Chanukah together at Temple Sinai on December 
19th.  Please see page 14.  For more information 
and to make reservation visit www.sinaidenver.
org.

Michelle Schwartz
Michelle Schwartz

What’s Your Story?

We are so thankful to the Religious School families who participated in the 
Thanksgiving Food Drive for the Weinberg Food Pantry!



Preschool News

Shannon 
Morgione 
Preschool 
Director
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Our Youth

I have a little dreidel. I made it out of clay. And 
when it’s dry and ready, oh dreidel, I shall play.
During the rule of Antiochus, Jews were not 
free to openly practice their religion. And so, 
when Jews gathered together to study Torah, 
they brought with them a top, in case soldiers 
appeared, they would simply pretend to be 
spinning the top and gambling to avert suspicion. 
This spinning top game is similar to the popular 
dreidel game played today by children, typically 
during the celebration of Chanukah. The word 
dreidel comes from the German root word 
“drehen” and means “to turn.” In Hebrew the 
dreidel is called a “sevivon,” which is from the 
root word “savav” and also means “to turn.”
In our Preschool classrooms the children are 
learning about the different letters found on the 

Early Bird 
Hours! 

 To help our 
working 

families we 
have moved our 
opening hours 
for the school 

year from 
7:30 a.m. to 

7:00 a.m.

dreidel (Nun, Gimmel, Hey, and Shin) and that 
they stand for the Hebrew phrase of “Nes Gadol 
Hayah Sham” – “A great miracle happened here.” 
Each year the children of Temple Sinai Preschool 
enjoy playing this traditional game, and the 
collecting and eating of the yummy chocolate 
coins, or gelt won during play!
The playing of this simple game, that delights 
children of all ages, is a wonderful opportunity to 
spend time with your children and grandchildren 
and share in the marvel of the Festival of Lights.

Happy Chanukah!

 Shannon Morgione

Oh Dreidel, Dreidel, Dreidel . . .

Upcoming Events: 
Scholastic Book Fair: December 15-19 in the school wing.  A large assortment of children’s books 

will be available, and for those holiday shoppers, custom wrapping will also be available. Help support 
the wonderful early childhood programs available at Temple Sinai Preschool.

Winter Break: No School December 22, 2014 – January 6, 2015.
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Carly Coons 
Director of Youth 

Engagement

Parent Volunteers
Want to get 

involved in our 
Youth Group 
community? 

Want to help out 
with programs or 
behind-the-scenes 

work? Contact 
Carly Coons at 

carly@sinaidenver.
org or  

303-759-1827.

Our Youth

Youth Programs

A CLOSER LOOK!
Check out Carly’s insight into Rosh Hodesh and why she loves it….
Carly Harris, 6th grade
Rosh Hodesh member

Rosh Hodesh has been an amazing experience for me. As a sixth 
grader, (and I’ll be honest with you,) school has eaten me alive. 
So I don’t have as much time to talk and play with my friends, and 
share my opinion about religious or secular matters. Rosh Hodesh 
gives me a way to share those opinions. Rosh Hodesh is an honest 
experience. If you need to express your feelings or say what’s on your 
mind, you won’t get judged or criticized. Lastly, Rosh Hodesh is just 
downright fun!  The girls are sweet and funny, and so are the staff. 
There is always a fun project and/or dance party to get involved in.  
I recommend Rosh Hodesh to any girls in middle school or starting 
middle school soon.

 
TSYG (9 th-12 th Grade)  
Upcoming Programs 
Mountain Weekend 
December 19-21 
Come spend a weekend away with 
TSYG in the mountains. We’ll be celebrating 
Shabbat and Chanukah together. Not to mention 
doing awesome activities, both outdoors in the 
snow and inside by the fire! 
 
TSYG Chanukah Lounge Night 
Wednesday, December 17 
Lounge Nights are back... on their new night: 
WEDNESDAYS! Take a break from homework, grab 
a bite and hang out with your friends. 
Upcoming Dates: 1/28, 2/25, 3/18, 4/22 
 

“Pizza in the Lounge”  
Monday, December 8                           
6th-12th graders, come hang out, eat 
dinner, catch up with friends and play 
in the Youth Lounge from 5:30-6:15 
p.m. The cost is only $5! Buy a Pizza 

Punch Card online and get one night for FREE! 
Spring Semester Dates: 1/12, 2/9, 3/2, 4/13 

 
Sinai Connections (Post-High 
School)  

Winter Break Lunch 
Monday, December 29 
1:00 p.m. at Old Chicago (Colorado and Louisiana) 
We miss all of our TSYG alum! Join us for our 
annual Winter Break lunch and catch up with 
friends (TSYG alum & current high school seniors). 
It’s FREE! RSVP to Carly by Friday, December 26. 

JYG (6 th-8 th Grade)  
Upcoming Programs 
Ice Skating Downtown 
Sunday, December 14 
Spend an afternoon downtown 
with JYG! We’ll be going out to 
lunch and ice skating on the 
outdoor rink on the mall! 
 

Ruach (3 rd-5 th Grade)  
Upcoming Programs: 
Mitzvah Day 

Sunday, December 14 
Join Ruach for an afternoon of 
giving! We will have amazing 
community-service projects 
that will give back to our 
Denver community! 
 

Meretz (K-2nd Grade)  
Upcoming Programs: 
Mitzvah Day 
Sunday, December 14 
Join Meretz for an afternoon of 
giving! We will have amazing 
community-service projects 
that will give back to our Denver community! 
 

Emails & More Information 
Send Carly an email with your child’s name and 

grade and you will be added to the email list to get 
Youth Group updates. ALSO! Check out our 

Facebook page for updates… 
www.facebook.com/TempleSinaiYouthPrograms  

  

 
A CLOSER LOOK! 

Check out Carly’s insight into Rosh Hodesh and why she loves it…. 
 

Carly Harris ,  6 th grade 
Rosh Hodesh member 
Rosh Hodesh has been an amazing experience for me. As a sixth grader, (and I’ll be honest with you,) school 
has eaten me alive. So I don’t have as much time to talk and play with my friends, and share my opinion 
about religious or secular matters. Rosh Hodesh gives me a way to share those opinions. Rosh Hodesh is an 
honest experience. If you need to express your feelings or say what’s on your mind, you won’t get judged or 
criticized. Lastly, Rosh Hodesh is just downright fun!  The girls are sweet and funny, and so are the staff. 
There is always a fun project and/or dance party to get involved in.  I recommend Rosh Hodesh to any girls 
in middle school or starting middle school soon. 
 



Alan Jacobson Memorial Fund
In Memory of:
Kay Culbertson Fred & Ann Leviton
Danny Cramer Fred & Ann Leviton
Thinking of
Diane Samet Fred & Ann Leviton

Building Our Future Fund
In Honor of
Temple Sinai’s wonderful Caring 
   Committee Michael & Karen Kaplan
The beautiful High Holy Day services Michael & Karen Kaplan
Natalie & Jerry Lassow’s 50th 
   Wedding Anniversary Don & Ginni Freedberg
grandchildren, Amber & Braeden Stone  Joe & Dr. Sharona Stone
Wolf Brandwein Milt & Linda Brandwein
Jerry & Natalie Lassow’s Anniversary Wendy Vean
Zachary Chapman’s Bar Mitzvah Jon & Sheryl Goodman
the birth of Ralph & Shirley Beer 
   Powell’s new grandson Grace Bach
Wendy Vean’s new grandson Michael & Diana Kaplan
Nancy Fridstein & Rick Tallian & Family Margery Fridstein
Building Our Future David & Elizabeth Poppers
Building Our Future Doug & Fern Erickson
Building Our Future Sheldon & Associates, LLC 
Building Our Future Jewish War Veterans of the USA   

    Post #344
Building Our Future Nancy Crawford
Building Our Future Lawrence Matten & Susan Krems
In Memory of
Kay Culbertson Michael & Karen Kaplan
Danny Cramer Michael & Karen Kaplan
Michael Silverman Michael & Karen Kaplan
Aaron Cole & Judy Manoil Gene & Bunny Cole
Jay Steiner Peter & Sally Nadel
Yetta Siegelbaum Bea Botkin
Danny Cramer Steve & Sherri Weinstein
Michael Silverman Ben & Dee Trasen
Barbara Saltzman Tom & Susan Palmer
Daniel Cramer Vicki Cramer
Danny Cramer Len & Sharon Birnbaum
Bobbie Sacks Carl & Penny Newmark
Emily Bacow Grace Bach
Ernie Stone’s Brother Grace Bach
Lillian B. Tucker & Sidney Stillman Noreen Stillman & Family
David Newman Mike & Phyllis Babich
Daniel Cramer Jon & Sheryl Goodman
Ralph Solomon Lorraine Solomon
Dr. Joel Fleet & Dr. Jack Fleet Rod & Dolly Corlin
Leigh Wilson Michael & Diana Kaplan
Thank you
Temple Sinai Al Engelman
Thinking of
Diane Samet Marty & Beth Gold
Daisy Flynn Michael & Karen Kaplan
Diane Samet Ben & Dee Trasen

Cantor Nesis Discretionary Fund
In Honor of
Cantor Sheila Nesis Mike & Julie Chapman
In Memory of
Ephraim Mogolov Larry & Cindy Mogolov

Cemetery Beautiful Fund
In Memory of
Nathan Rosenthal Carol Laycob & Family
Oscar Morris George & Florence Steinberg

Cohen Family B’nei Mitzvah Chumash Fund
In Memory of
David Newman Jeff & Shelly Cohen
David Newman Jay & Sing He Cohen

Thinking of
Simon Rivkin Jeff & Shelly Cohen

General Fund
In Honor of
Jerry & Natalie Lassow’s 50th 
   Anniversary Ray & Alicia Smith
Doris Schwartzberg’s Birthday Ray & Alicia Smith
In Memory of
Daniel Cramer Jeffrey Nathanson & Macky Bennett
Florine Sachs Max & Anna Emeson
Bessie Stahl Sherwin & Alice Littman
Isadore Sorkin Dr. Marc & Laurie Sorkin
Ted Kutcher, Shirley Spivak, June 
   Gordon & Joseph Gordon Matt & Marie Gordon
Thank You
Temple friends who kept me in 
  their thoughts Rabbi Joe & Sally Goldman
Temple Sinai Ancile Malden

Ilene Shiroff Memorial Fund
In Memory of
Mark Levy Lilette S. Bagwin
Marty Sherman Wendy Vean

Julius & Helen Ring Israel Teen Scholarship Fund
In Honor of
Linda Weinstein & Cindy Coons, 
   Volunteers of the Year Barry & Diane Samet
Judy Schwartz Dr. Jean Guthery
Cindy Coons, Volunteer of the Year Gary & Lin Sunshine
Linda Weinstein, Volunteer of the Year Gary & Lin Sunshine
In Memory of
Bernice K. Cohen Israel Chavurah
Bernice K. Cohen Barry & Diane Samet
Danny Cramer Barry & Diane Samet
Arnold Weil Dr. Jean Guthery
George Goodgold Dr. Jean Guthery
Anita Dubin Mark & Ilene Dell’Acqua
Hedda Hoffer Gary & Lin Sunshine
Arnold Weil Gary & Lin Sunshine
Emily Bacow Gary & Lin Sunshine
Dorothy Kessler Fern Seltzer & Andy Heymsfield
Henry Van DePolder, Ben Samit & 
    Ilse Guthery Dr. Jean Guthery
Peter Guthery Jean Guthery
Thinking of
Diane Samet Israel Chavurah
Diane Samet Barry & Diane Samet
Ina Cherington Barry & Diane Samet
Milt Brandwein Barry & Diane Samet

Marilyn Tobin Memorial Flower Fund
In Honor of
Rabbis Susan Miller & Rick Rheins Marshall & Carol Tobin
In Memory of
Stephen Goldberg Marshall & Carol Tobin
Harry Tobin, Marilyn Tobin, 
    Ben & Esther Lesser Marshall & Carol Tobin

Max Fogel Children & Adults Library Fund
In Memory of
Susan Fain Debra Webster
Rachel Gilead Debra Webster
Miles M. Gersh Debra Webster

Music Fund
In Memory of
Joseph & Clara Rosen Osi & Selma Sladek
Thinking of
Diane Samet Osi & Selma Sladek

Prayerbook Fund
In Memory of
Alan Takiff Michael & Marla Katz

Gifts & Contributions

We Gratefully 
Acknowledge 

Your Generous 
Contributions
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Contributions

Donations
can be made 

on our 
website: www.
SinaiDenver.org



Contributions

Temple’s Choice
In Memory of
Daniel Cramer Rob & Cindy Abramson
Aaron Golub Eleanor Golub

Youth Fund
  Bruce & Kim Tully

Temple Sinai Tour to Israel
March 17 - March 29, 2015

Temple Sinai Tour to Eastern Europe!
Berlin, Prague, Warsaw & Krakow

July 6 - July 19, 2015

For more information visit our website: www.sinaidenver.org

Questions? Contact Rabbis Rick & Susan Rheins: rheinshome@comcast.net

Sign up flyers for both tours are available in the Temple Sinai lobby and office and on the website. 
You can also contact Ayelet Tours directly at (800) 237-1517.

Rabbi Gorban Discretionary Fund
In Honor of
Rabbi Keren Gorban Arik & Jan Gorban
Rabbi Keren Gorban Evelyn Male
Phoebe Sobel becoming at Bat Mitzvah Lloyd & Nancy Sobel
Rabbi Keren Gorban Mike & Julie Chapman
Rabbi Keren Gorban Jan Fisher
Thank You
Rabbi Gorban Ellie Deneroff

Rabbi Rheins Discretionary Fund
In Honor of
Annie & Michael, Becky & Mark Lynn & Bruce Hellerstein
Rabbi Rheins Bernie & Sheila Silverman
Rabbi Rheins Vicki Cramer
Rabbi Richard Rheins Mike & Julie Chapman
Rabbi Richard Rheins Hugh & Marcia Miles
In Memory of
Danny Cramer Steve & Kathi Cramer
Sam Susman Mike & Geegee Brunschwig
Maxine Cohen Steve & Mitzi Kurtz
Michael Silverman Sid & Barbara Glassman
Danny Cramer Marshall & Helene Abrahams
Martin DeYoung Jerry & Natalie Lassow
Don Sloane The Sloane Family
Florence & Malvin Kurtis Steve & Jane Kranich
Michael Silverman Bernie & Sheila Silverman
Danny Cramer Jeff & Jane Robbins
Thinking of
Diane Samet Ina Cherington & Phil Braunstein

Religious School Fund
In Honor of
Cady Rich & Jody Rissmiller Alan & Esther Gurman
In Memory of
David Newman Alan & Esther Gurman

In Memoriam
David Newman, Father of James (Sharon) 
Newman
Robert Rheins, Cousin of Rabbi Richard (Rabbi 
Susan) Rheins
Dr. Michael Gladson, Cousin of Rabbi Richard 
(Rabbi Susan) Rheins
Irv Schwartz, Cousin of Rabbi Richard (Rabbi 
Susan) Rheins
Barbara Freedberg, Mother of Brad (Lisa) 
Freedberg and Julie (Frank) Orr
Selma Condiotte, Mother of Anita (Dr. Barry) 
Wohlgemuth
Marjorie Paller, Mother of Patty (Mark) Arlen

Cocktails & Commentaries 
 

December 11 at 6:00 p.m. 
Discussion Topic: Judith 

The Apocryphal Chanukah Heroine 

Romano’s Macaroni Grill 
(7979 E. Arapahoe Road, Greenwood Village) 

Please RSVP to Rabbi Keren Gorban at  
rabbikeren@sinaidenver.org or 303-759-1827. 

Women’s Happy Hour and Torah Discussion Group 



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

3
 � 6:00pm  Religious School 
 � 6:30pm  Lifelong Jewish   

 Learning

4
 � 12:00pm  Lunch & Learn

5
 � 7:00pm  Erev Shabbat

6
 � 8:00am  PaRDeS
 � 9:00am  Shabbat Morning  

 Minyan
 � 9:30am  BMBC/CC
 � 10:30am  Torah Study
 � 10:30am  B/M M. Malden

7
SINAI SUNDAYS

 � 9:00am  Religious School 
 � 10:00am  Middot
 � 12:00pm  TSYG Board   

 Meeting
 � 12:00pm  Youth Choir   

 Rehersal

9 10
 � 6:00pm  Religious School

11
 � 12:00pm  Lunch & Learn
 � 6:00pm   Cocktails &   

 Commentaries
 � 7:00pm   Preschool Parent  

 Workshop-Play   
 With A Purpose

13
 � 9:00am  Shabbat  

 Morning Minyan
 � 10:00am  Rosh Hodesh
 � 10:30am  B/M Z. Kennedy
 � 10:30am  Torah Study
 � 4:30pm  B/M Minchah A.  

 Nelson
 � 7:00pm  DecemberFest   

 (20’s & 30”s)

15
 � 6:15pm  Religious School

16
 � EREV CHANUKAH        

    (1st candle)

17
 � CHANUKAH (1st day) 
 � 10:30am  ENCORE Trip to   

 Union Station
 � 11:00am  Book Group
 � 6:00pm  Religious School 
 � 6:00pm  TSYG Lounge   

 Night

18
 � CHANUKAH  
 � 12:00pm  Lunch & Learn
 � 7:00pm  Board Meeting/ 

19
 � CHANUKAH 
 � 4:00pm   TSYG Mountain   

 Weekend
 � 5:30pm  Erev Shabbat   

 Family Service   
 w/Youth Choir

 � 5:30pm  Chanukah   
 Celebration 

20
 � CHANUKAH
 � TSYG Mountain Weekend
 � 8:00am  PaRDeS   

 Meditation
 � 9:00am  Shabbat Morning  

 Minyan
 � 10:30am  Torah Study
 � 7:30pm  Chanukah   

 Cabaret with   
 Cantor Nesis

21
SINAI SUNDAYS

 � CHANUKAH
 � TSYG Mountain Weekend
 � 9:00am  Religious School
 � 10:00am  Youth Group/  

 Religious School  
 Chanukah   
 Celebration

22
 � CHANUKAH

23
 � CHANUKAH

24
 � CHANUKAH (last day)

25
 � CHRISTMAS    

    Offices Closed
 � 12:00pm  Lunch & Learn

26
 � 7:00pm  Erev Shabbat   

 Service

27
 � 9:00am  Shabbat Morning  

 Minyan
 � 10:30am  Torah Study

28 29
 � 1:00pm  Sinai   

 Connections   
 Winter Break   
 Lunch

1
 � 6:15pm  Religious School

2

30 31
 � NEW YEARS EVE    

 Office Closes at 12:30 p.m.

8
 � 5:00pm  TMG Rehearsal
 � 5:30pm  Pizza In The   

 Lounge
 � 6:15pm  Religious School
 � 6:30pm  Executive   

 Committee   
 Meeting

12
 � 7:00pm  Erev Shabbat   

 Service w/Max   
 Frieder 

14
SINAI SUNDAYS

 � 9:00am  Gift Shop   
 Moving Sale

 � 9:00am  Religious School 
 � 9:00am  Jewish War   

 Veterans
 � 10:00am  Knitting For   

 Charity
 � 11:00am  2015/16 B’nei   

 Mitzvah Parent   
 Orientation

 � 12:00pm  Meretz Program
 � 12:00pm  Ruach Program
 � 12:30pm  JYG Program

*HIGH HOLY DAY SERVICE SCHEDULE
December

 � Religious School
 � Programming
 � Meeting

 � Service
 � Youth
 � Holiday

Winter Break-No Preschool or Religious School” December 22-31

ESSENTIAL B’nei Mitzvah 
2015 & 2016 Parent 

Orientation
December 14th at 11:00 a.m.

This orientation is HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDED and open to all families 
with children who will become a Bar 
or Bat Mitzvah in 2015 or 2016. At this 
orientation, we will have a thorough 
introduction of the B’nei Mitzvah 
process, from tutoring to rehearsals 
to roles of participation, to onegs and 
the celebrations after the service. Most 
significantly, we will explore and help 
each family find a way to create a Bar/
Bat Mitzvah experience that is inspiring 
and meaningful for both the students 
and their parents.
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Michelle Weinraub, Vice President
Wendy Vean, Vice President 
Ed Schenkein, Treasurer 
Gordan Post, Secretary 
Neil Culbertson, Past President

Trustees:
Grace Bach, Susan Bernhardt, Lane Feingold, 
Jennifer Feingold, Sheryl Gurrentz, Larry 
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